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CRISTY LANE 


CAPTURED THE HEARTS OF THE WORLD 
WITH THE MOST BEAUTIFUL VOICE IN MUSIC 


21 Of Your Christmas Favorites 
Just Released! 


Let Cristy Lane touch your home 
and family with the most beautiful 
songs of Christmas. 


She has the Million Selling #1 Gospel Album of all time and the Best 

Selling Biography...“One Day At A Time”. 

They say Cristy Lane has the “Sweetest Voice This Side Of Heaven” 

and it must be true! Cristy’s “One Day At A Time” album is approaching 

2 million in sales world wide. And now Cristy Lane has just recorded 
‘her first Christmas Album. The most beautiful songs of your life...And 

no singer today performs them with so much feeling and beauty as 


Every Song An Ali-Time 


Favorite : : 
_______ does Cristy Lane: Away In The Manger...Silent Night...Shake 
The Man From Galilee Me | Rattle...The Man From Galilee...perhaps the greatest 
White Christmas Christmas song since White Christmas...your 21 all time © 
Away In The Manger favorites...every single one is a song your love! 
Silent Night This Is Truly One Of The Most Beautiful Christmas Albums Ever Made 
Shake Me | Rattle By Any Artist. Let Cristy Lane Come To Your Home For Christmas. 
O Holy Night 
Pretty Paper A BEAUTIFUL GIFT FOR SOMEONE YOU LOVE 
Biue Christmas 
First Noel MAIL TODAY. 
Jingle Bells 7 » LS Records i 
What Child Is This Off y 120 Hickory St. Dept. - 41 j 
Upon The House Top er » Madison, TN 37116 ' 
Please rush me the CRISTY LANE album on 
oh ae cas May Not Be ‘ your unconditional guarantee that it must be @ 
ttle older § the most beautiful album I've ever heard or you § 
God Rest Ye Merry : Repeated r will refund my purchase price. a 
Gentlemen = you don't Bey this beautiful 8 Dl enclose $7.98. Send Record Album. a 
aidum more an any youve 0 | enclose $9.98. Send 8-Track Tape. - 
It Came Upon A Midnight 7 ever Owned...and enjoy it more... a 0 | enclose $9.98. Send Cassette Tape. t 
Clear ‘ it won't cost you a penny. But | O | enclose $9.98. Send Book. | 
-O Come All Ye Faithful please order yours now. It’s not a a 
O Little Town Of Bethlehem sold in stores at any price and g Name g 
we may not repeat this g § 
wore te mene advertisement in this publication. j Address ’ 
Old Christmas Card Mail the no-risk coupon today. 
Hark The Herald Angels i Cilyoesh te ee State Zip 4 


If you read one book this year make it “ONE DAY AT A TIME” Cristy 
Lane’s true life story. Introductory offer $9.98. 


Christmas. 
The holiday album, ¢o-produced by 


Rea Records will release Kenny one and Dolly Parton’s Once Upon A 


gers and David Foster, is the singers’ 


first-ever LP together, and their first collaboration since Islands In The Stream, 
the number one duet that was 1983s biggest-selling seven- inch single record. 


Rogers and Parton’s Christmas cel- 


ebration will also be the subject of a 


CBS Television special due to air in 
December. Entitled Kenny and Dolly: 
A Christmas to Remember, the TV spe- 
cial was directed by Bob Giraldi, the 
award-winning director known. for.his 


work on Michael Jackson’s Beat It 


video and other projects. 


Islands In The Stream, a sof from? 


Rogers’ first album for RCA, the plat- 
inum-selling Eyes That See In The 
Dark, reached number one on both 
country and pop charts, selling over 
two million copies in the process. For 


Once Upon A Christmas, Rogers and. 


Parton reunited to record a mixture of 


traditional holiday fare (White Christ- 
mas, The Christmas Song, Silent Night) 
and five new original songs: by Dolly 


Parton. 

For both singers, Once Upon A 
Christmas, is obviously a labor of love. 
“I was raised in a Baptist family,” said 
Rogers, “and I’ve always thought of 
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Country Music Inquirer was founded 
in 1980 by Roy Hall 


Christmas as a special time, a time 


when families who might be apart the 
rest of the ean come closer togeth- 
er again.“Something special also hap- 
pens when Dolly and I get together; it’s 
a case of the whole being even greater 
thai, the-s sum of its parts.” 


e first Christmas special or 
e ever done,” noted Par- 
so when Kenny called me with the 
idea, I jumped at it. Kenny and I love 
singing together; I think the blend of 
our voices creates a real electricity that 
comes across on record. He also has a 
real. Santa Clause spirit. He makes 
working ‘fun; ahd approaches things 
like I doy enjoying the people around 
him.” — 


AES nadatey avid Foster also co- 
produced (with Kenny) Rogers’ newest 
RCA solo album, What About Me?. 

Added Parton, “Along with Kenny, 
David has a terrific sense of humor, 
making this album was a great exper- 
ience—not only very professional but 
easy and fun.” 

The television special, explained 
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KENNY AND DOLLY 4 
Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton are dressed as Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Clause for their new hit album and television special built around 
Christmas. The hit duet recording marks the first time that Kenny and 
Dolly have recorded since their hit single, “Islands In The Stream”’. 


director Giraldi, is “something differ- 
ent, because it has a story line—one 
with a beginning, middle and end—not 
just people coming out and singing a 
song. Dolly and Kenny are the kind of 
performers a director cries for: secure 
as people and artists, unafraid to try 
new things, a total pleasure to work 
with. For me, this special was a chal- 
lenge, because we made it on film rath- 


er than tape. But it was also a chance to 
make a Christmas statement without 
being preachy, one that shows holiday 
joy and real people sharing.” 

Kenny and Dolly: A Christmas To 
Remember was directed by Giraldi for 
RP Productions from a script by Buzz 
Kohan. The program is a joint venture 
between Kenny Rogers and Dolly Par- 
ton’s Speckled Bird Productions. 


Marlboro Country 


Manvoro Country Music has an- 
nounced that Merle Haggard, one of 
country music’s all-time great enter- 
tainers, will step in for Barbara Man- 
drell who is unable to perform on her 
Fall Marlboro Tour dates due to a re- 
cent automobile accident. Haggard and 
fellow Marlboro headliners Ronnie 
Milsap, Ricky Skaggs and Lee Green- 
wood will be joined on the Tour by 


Music Update 


Janie Fricke, George Strait and Louise 
Mandrell. 

“Barbara is delighted that her fellow 
country music artists including her sis- 
ter, Louise, have stepped in for her and 
supported the Marlboro Country Mu- 
sic Tour,” said Irby Mandrell, Bar- 
bara’s father and personal manager. 

The new Marlboro Country Music 
lineup offers country music fans one of 


the strongest and most diversified en- 

tertainment packages in the industry. 
Haggard, one of country music’s 

most accomplished and versatile art- 


‘ists, has distinguished himself as a 


singer, songwriter, bandleader, instru- 
mentalist and even musical historian. 
He has received two 1984 CMA nom- 
inations, Male Vocalist of the Year, and 
Album of the Year for, THAT’S THE 
WAY LOVE GOES. Haggard has more 
number one hit singles with 37 than any 
other artists. 
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Tweet Your Family 
To Christmas With Conway 


Celebrate Christmas with 
Conway Twitty, Twitty Bird and 
16 of your family’s favorite holi- 
day songs. They’re all on Merry 
Twismas, a musical tour of the 
North Pole. 


You'll meet Santa Claus and 
Rudolph, visit Toyland Towne 
and go on a sleigh ride. Best of 
all, you’ll share the cherished 
music of Christmas with Conway 
and Twitty Bird. 


So tweet yourself to Christmas 
with Conway Twitty. On record 
and cassette, Merry Twismas is 


a magical journey your whole 
family will love. 


Conway Twitty & Twitty Bird 


@ Merry Twismas 


Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town Rudolph The Red Nose Reindeer 


Nine Little Reindeer 
Jingle Bells 
White Christmas 


Christmas Is For The Birds 


Johnny Snowman 
Frosty The Snowman 
Winter Wonderland 


Happy The Christmas Clown 
Silver Bells 

Ding-A-Ling, The Christmas Bell 
Kids 

Here Comes Santa Claus 

The Night Before Christmas 
Silent Night 


Produced by Conway Twitty and Dee Henry for Twitty Bird Productions, Inc. 
Produced and Recorded by Jimmy Bowen and Ron Treat for Jimmy Bowen Productions, Inc. 


@ 


© 1984 Warner Bros. Records Inc. 
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CMA. AWARDS 
A Starlit Nashville Night 


Alsberan: while winning only one 
Country Music Association award, 
walked away with the biggest one— 
Entertainer of the Year—and made 
musical history by doing it during the 
Annual CMA Awards Show recently. 

When the Entertainer of the Year 
accolades were tallied up, the multi- 
award winning group Alabama copped 
the coveted prize and became the only 
recipient to ever win three years in a 
row. 

The only other time the CMA Enter- 
tainer of the Year’s multi-award has 
been achieved was by Barbara Man- 
drell, who became the only woman to 
win the award twice. 

The gala event, attended by the 
music industry’s elite, and seen by mil- 
lions over CBS-TY, is traditionally the 
most prestigious awards given in coun- 
try music. Held at the Grand Ole Opry 
House, the only multi-award winner of 
the evening was premium classic stylist 
Anne Murray who walked off with Sin- 
gle of the Year and Album of the Year 
for her hit single and album of the same 
name, A Little Good News. 

The award was the one Anne had felt 
eluded her over a 14 year period and it 
was also the first time she had recorded 
’ a statement song. 

“Two in one evening,” she said as she 
picked up the second award. Upon re- 
ceiving her first award, Album of the 
Year, she thanked her producer Jim Ed 
Norman and then said, “This has been 
elusive for me for 14 years. I finally got 
my fat little hands on it. Thank you.” 

Hosted by Kenny Rogers, who was as 
surprised as his audience when pop 
writer/singer Lionel Richie, appeared 
on stage to help him sing the classic hit, 
Lady, (which Kenny had a hit with and 


ANNE MURRAY 


ALABAMA 
Lionel wrote). The CMA pulled few 
surprises of the evening. 

The Gary Morris hit, Wind Beneath 
My Wings was named Song of the Year 
for its writers Larry Henley and Jeff 
Silbar. ; 

Lee Greenwood was named CMA 
Male Vocalist of the Year for the sec- 
ond consecutive year. Reba McEntire, 
clearly a crowd favorite, won her first 
big award as CMA Female Vocalist of 
the Year. 

“When I first started doing this, my 
Mama came to town with me. She said, 
‘Reba, I couldn’t do this, but you can, so 
I am living my dream through you.’ So 
this award is for Mama and me. We 
thank you.” 

Without a doubt, a highlight of the 
evening’s show was the first public 
appearance of Barbara Mandrell from 
a remote hookup at her Gallatin home. 

She thanked everyone “for their 
cards, get well wishes and prayers... 
this is the best medicine ever. I know we 


®); 


“LEE GREENWOOD 


are alive today because God wants us to 
be alive. You are special, thank you.” 

Lee Greenwood, wore a single rose, 
sent to him by Barbara for the festive 
occasion. He performed as a solo the hit 
duet song recorded with Barbara. They 
had been scheduled to sing it together 
for the show. 

Other big winners of the evening 
were Band of the Year, the Rickey 
Skaggs Band; The Statlers for Group of 
the Year; Vocal Duo of the Year, Willie 
Nelson and Julio Iglesias; Instrumen- 
talist of the Year, Chet Atkins. 

The Horizon Award, for the best 
newcomers to the business, went to the 
hit mother-and-daughter team, The 
Judds. 

Ralph Peer and Floyd Tillman were 
inducted in the Country Music Hall of 
Fame in the deceased and living cat- 
egories respectively. 

Peer, who was one of the pioneers in 
country music, established one of the 
most prestigious publishing companies 
in the music business. 

Tillman, who composed such noted 
songs as I Love You So Much It Hurts 
Me, Slipping Around, and It Makes No 
Difference Now, has sold millions of 
records. 


REBA McENTIRE 
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“The Door Is Always Opsa” 


Waylon & Friends Pay Tribute 


ks old saying, “nothing lasts for- 
ever’, certainly does not apply to the 
loving memories of one lady, Sue 
Brewer, held by many major song- 
writers and singers. 

Men like Waylon Jennings, Willie 
Nelson, Kris Kristofferson, George 
Jones, Roger Miller, Faron Young, 
Webb Pierce, Micky Newbury, Billy 
Swan, Jimmy Dickens, Mac Vickery, 
Basil Macdavid, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Mac Wiseman, Merle Kilgore, Charlie 
Louvin, Red Lane, Buck Trent, Vince 
Matthews, Harlan Howard, Richie Al- 
bright, and Hank Cochran, who gathered 
together to pay tribute to her on a show 
during CMA week created by Waylon 
Jennings and Jack Thompson. 

The TV Special The Door Is Always 
Open, produced by Plantation Produc- 
tions, Inc. in association with Waylon 
Jennings Ltd. was written by Jack 
Thompson and Tom C. Armstrong, and 
directed by Norman Abbott. 

Sue was a friend to all those on the 
show and many many others. Her door 
was always open to struggling singers 
and songwriters. Although she died in 
1981 of cancer, for two decades she 
helped many of today’s superstars who 
were “down and out,” drunk or “too 
high” to be anywhere except on “Su- 
san’s Floor.” 

Waylon wanted a lasting memorial 
for his friend Sue Brewer and what 
could be a better way than something 
that would help the new songwriters 
coming along now and in the future 
than to carry on the open door policy 
Sue had extended while she lived. So 
along with the Songwriters Guild the 
Sue Brewer Fund for this cause is being 
established. 

Something we hope will last forever 
and continue to be carried on. I heard 
several remarks, “we ought to do this 
every year’ —and I heard agreements 
onit, so possibly we will see more in the 
future. 

Sue Brewer had a small home on 
18th Ave. in Nashville that was known 
as the “‘Boars Nest’’. Many hit songs 
were written there. Many songs were 
heard for the first time by Sue, and her 
opinion of them made the difference of 
whether they would be recorded, re- 
leased, or thrown out. 

For instance, during the taping ses- 
sion On Susan’s Floor taped at Jim 
Owens Studio on Thursday, Faron 
Young told the story of how a bunch of 
his buddies laughed at the Willie Nel- 
son written song Hello Walls he had 
just recorded. They were ribbing him 
with remarks like, “hello commode”, 
“hello stove”, “hello rug”, etc. But Sue 
said, “Faron that’s a hit if ever I heard 
one’’,so he released it and hit it did, and 
goes on as a country standard. 

Webb Pierce tells how when things 
would slow down around the place Sue 
would say, “Webb, it’s about time to 


hear the Boars Nest National Anthem” 
and he’d get his guitar and sing, There 
Stands The Glass. 

Little Jimmy Dickens told how 
Sue would hide his car keys when he 
was too drunk to drive and have him 
sing her a hurtin’ song. He’d sing, Take 
Me As I Am Or Let Me Go. Hank 
Cochran shook with chill bumps as 
Jimmy sang and many eyes were 
misty. 

Kris Kristofferson told how he 


Se 


WAYLON JENNINGS & JESSI COLTER 


of Sue’s. Many were introduced to her 
that night through the artists who were 
honoring her in song. All would wish to 
have shared that kind of love. 

Jessi Colter was the only female 
artist and did a very beautiful and 
moving performance with her classic 
country hit, I’m Not Lisa and a duet 
with Waylon, J Ain't The One. 

Kris sang a special song he had writ- 
ten for the occasion, and remarked that 
“Sue Brewer’s Boars Nest on Nash- 


feels her kindness kept him going and 
figures he might not be where he is 
today had she not had room for him. He 
sang, Sunday Mornin’ Comin’ Down. 

Harlan Howard tells how many 
times being restless he’d go huntin’ for 
his buddies knowing if they were not at 
Tootsies they'd be at the Boars Nest. 
He'd get a six-pack, some bologna and 
bread and head out there. You could 
always find friends there. Someone like 
yourself, someone to be a sounding 
board for your songs, your frustrations, 
your failures, and successes. He sang, 
Busted. All of the fellows did a song or 
at least part of one in remembering 
times they had spent at her place. 

Sue’s young son Mike wandered 
around in amazement, so proud. Often 
tears would spill down his face. He’d 
say, “ain’t this somethin’? They’re do- 
ing all this for mama.” 

The Opry House was sold out for the 
taping. Many of the people were friends 


ville’s Music Row in the mid 1960s, was 
to us what the Left Bank of Paris was to 
American writers such as Hemingway, 
Faulkner, and Fitzgerald in the 1920s. 

It was a hotbed of creativity... and, 
just as ladies such as Gertrude Stein of 
Paris helped emerging novelists, Sue 
helped us to become songwriters and 
singers and this show is a tribute to 
her... and a chance for The Song- 
writers Guild to carry on her tradition 
of helping writers.” 

George Jones was funny as he did 
his station break saying, “We’ll all be 
right back, even me, and they call me 
no-show Jones.” 

Willie and Waylon were wonderful 
together and you'll love Willie pickin’ 
guitar for some of his buddies on Su- 
san’s Floor. The magic that was so alive 
between all these friends was electri- 
fying. Everywhere, on and off the stage, 
was memories being shared of their 
times with each other back then. 


mx 


PANS iti 


By Pennilane 


Hank Jr. remarked that he was too 
young to have been there, but, had 
heard so much about her he felt he 
knew her, he sang, All My Rowdy 
Friends Have Settled Down. 

Roger Miller had the entire cast 
join him in singing, Old Friends. Way- 
lon was very concerned that each one of 
the guys have their own special mo- 
ment on the show, because each had so 
much to give to this memorial for Sue. It 
was Vince Matthews along with Shel 
Silverstein who wrote, Susan’s Floor, 
and Waylon did a touching version of 
the song. 

Backstage was filled with activity all 
during the day as camera crews from all 
kinds of shows were there to capture 
some of the excitement..Some of the 
people who had been longtime friends 
of Sue’s, waitresses, bartenders, pick- 
ers, bus drivers and girls of the night, all 
sharing something special. 

No one knew for sure back in those 
days just where or how far any of them 
would go, but, they’ve gone far, some to 
super stardom, some to movie stardom, 
some to super pickers, successful writ- 
ers, television stars and producers, but 
they assembled themselves together 
one more time for a good time on Su- 
san’s floor. 

Waylon can be very proud of this 
contribution to the industry. Its new- 
comers need never say any more that 
there is no one in Nashville who gives a 
damn... Sue Brewer did, Waylon and 
Friends do, and The Songwriters Guild 
does. Thanks to them all. 


A SINGER’S DREAM! 


REMOVES VOCALS FROM RECORDS! 


The THOMPSON VOCAL ELIMINATOR 
can remove most or virtually all of a 
lead vocal from a standard stereo record 
and leave most of the background 
untouched! Record with your voice or 
perform live with the backgrounds. Used 
in Professional Performance yet connects 
easily to a home component stereo 
system. 

Not an equalizer! We can prove it 
works over the phone. Write or call for 
a free brochure and demo record on the 
Vocal Eliminator and our full line of 
audio products. 


Write to: LT Sound, Dept. cn, 


PO Box 338, Stone Mountain, GA 30086 


For 24 hour Phone Demo 
call (404) 493-6879 


Fora free Brochure and Demo Record call: 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-241-3005—-Ext.35 
in Georgia Call (404) 493-1258 
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FAMILY 


PRODUCTION & PROMOTION 
“A Friend To The New Artist’’ 


Judd Records: Producing quality records for 25 
years. Past hits include original recordings of: 


“Whole Lotta’ Shakin’ Goin’ On” 
“See You Later Alligator’ 
“One Monkey Don’t Stop No Show” 


PollyFox 24 Track Recording Studio 
Print Promotion handled by the 
nationally distributed 
Gener! roadeating sevice Country Music Inquirer 


Nashville 


@ 
All our records are mastered at 


Engineer of the Year! 
@ 
All Records are Pressed by 
Southern American Record Pressing Inc. 
nrkoey 


Watanna Publishing Co. 


Grace Hall Talent Agency: 


Exclusive booking agent for JUDD Records. 


FAMILY Production and Promotion guarantees quality from start to finish on all of your 
production and promotion needs. For more information call James Satterwhite at 615/383-7514 or 
write to: FAMILY Production and Promotion c/o James Satterwhite, 1300 Division St., 
Suite 205, Nashville, TN 37203 
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JPWONING Pils COUNTRY 


by Peggy Mathis 


Wau, the album that everyone has 
been waiting for, Ladies Choice with 
George Jones and a host of the best 
female singers in country music, has 
been released. What a release it was, 
too! 

Seems that Epic Records arranged 
with World Premiere Radio Special 
to air the album in its entirety recently. 
Following the airing over 300 radio 
stations throughout the United States, 


Multi-artists recordings seem to be 
the thing of the day for the CBS family. 
Recently, the record company released 
another album featuring Ray Charles 
with a variety of country music friends. 
In fact his album is called Friendship 
and features such stalwarts as B.J. 
Thomas, Hank Williams, Jr., Ricky 
Skaggs, the Oak Ridge Boys, Janie 
Fricke, Johnny Cash, George 
Jones, Chet Atkins, Willie Nelson, 


George Jones talks with a representative of World Premiere Radio 
Special about his new album, “Ladies Choice”’. 


the album went on sale in record 
stores. 

This has probably been one of the 
most talked about albums of all times. 
Women who sing with George on the 
album are Leona Williams, Deborah 
Allen, Lacy J. Dalton, Janie Fricke, 
Terri Gibbs, Emmylou Harris, 
Brenda Lee, Loretta Lynn and Bar- 
bara Mandrell. 

In the past The World Premiere 
Radio Special has successfully fea- 
tured artists in the pop field including 
Jefferson Starship and Men At 
Work, but the George Jones Ladies 
Choice special marks the first time in 
the history of country music for such a 
special. Not only is this the first time for 
a country artist, but also the largest 
radjo promotion ever on a single album 
in the history of country music. 

We predict this album will achieve 
platinum in a short time. What a roster 
of artists! 


Merle Haggard and Mickey Gilley. 

Folks you will sure get your money’s 
worth with these albums. 

Tom T. and Miss Dixie recently 
hosted Amnesty International at their 
Fox Hollow home. Among the: guests 
who appeared were Kurt Vonnegut, 
William Styron (he wrote Sophie’s 
Choice) and Walker Percy of The 
Last Gentleman fame. 

Royce and Jeannie Kendall have 
been crossing the country in support of 
their newly released album, Movin’ On. 
Remember all the hits that the Ken- 
dalls cut with producer Brien Fisher? 
It was those hits that launched the 
Kendalls. Well, the team is getting to- 
gether again and will be going into the 
studio soon to work on the Kendalls 
next album. 

Seems that it is official now. Leona 
Williams and Merle Haggard are no 
longer “Mr. and Mrs.” Their divorce 
has become final and each will go their 


separate ways. Leona recently ap- 
peared with George Jones on Nash- 
ville Now. 

Tari Hensley is “sifting through” 
the 200-300 recipes she has collected 
for her upcoming Ozark Mountain 
Cookbook. 

Did you know that Tari has also got 
more than 200 pieces of antique rhine- 
stone costume jewelry which includes 
bracelets, pendants and earrings? 

The Wright Brothers have been 
going the extra mile so to speak. In two 
weeks time, the brothers have traveled 
on 25 different airplanes, (between 
Logan, Utah and Orlando, Fla.) over 
12,000 miles and performed for 21,000 
convention-goers during a seven show 
engagement for Tupperware! 

“The fans were throwing roses, 
scarves, crispers and tubs on stage at 
us,” said Tom Wright. 

Speaking of throwing things on 
stage, the ladies are now throwing baby 
toys on stage at heartthrob Tom Jones 
for his 15-month-old grandson. Re- 
member when they used to throw their 
unmentionables on stage to him? 

Butch Baker has a new dog named 
Harry. Seems the black German Shep- 
herd found him at the construction site 
of his new condo located just outside 
Nashville. Butch named the dog Harry 
after seeing the new Clint Eastwood 
movie. 

Talk about putting a new team to- 
gether! Gary Wolf recently did just 


that. He has new producer, Mark 
Sherrill, anew manager, Robert Por- 
ter, anew booking agency, Buddy Lee 
Attractions, and a new single, Gettin’ 
Into Tennessee on the Polygram label. 
Watch for Gary on an upcoming Hee 
Haw show. 

Tom Jones, whom we were speak- 
ing of earlier, has been really busy 
lately promoting his new Mercury al- 
bum and single, All The Love Is On The 
Radio which was written by Leon Rus- 
sell. He has been on Solid Gold, The 
Tonight Show, and as a celebrity host 
on Star Search. He is booked solid with 
appearances at Caesar’s Palace, Hous- 
ton Music Hall, Kansas City Perform- 
ing Arts Center, St. Louis’ Fox Theater, 
Chicago Pavillion, Cleveland’s Front 
Row Theater, Atlantic City Resorts 
International, Universal Amphitheater, 
and Harrah’s. 

Whew! It makes you tired just think- 
ing of all the traveling he is doing. His 
show is just as fast paced as his travel 
schedule, too. He is a super nice man, a 
real charming gentleman. 

Kathy Mattea will be opening 
shows for Don Williams, Razzy 
Bailey and Tom T. Hall. Her fourth 
single from the album, That’s Easy For 
You To Say has just been released. 

The Statlers have been selected co- 
chairmen of the- National Advisory 
Committee of the Entertainment In- 
dustry Council for a Drug Free Society. 
Other members of the committee in- 


B.J. Thomas is but one of the friends who appears with Ray Charles on 


his new album, “Friendship”. 


BUTCH BAKER 


clude Burt Reynolds, Lyndsay 
Wagner, Barry Bostwick and Larry 
Wilcox. They have alsojust performed 
at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 


Well, its about time that Bob Wills 
was treated with more than just passing 
recognition. The late King of Western 
Swing is having a museum about him 
opened in Fort Worth, Tex. 


Bab’s daughter, Diane Wills 
Malone, will operate the museum 
which will be located in the north-side 
stockyard area near Billy Bob’s Texas. 
It will feature Wills’ memorabilia and 
an audio-visual presentation depicting 
his entire life and career. 


The museum will also include a the- 
ater which will show Bob Wills movies 
daily, as well as a shop offering all 
available recordings and other 
mementoes. 


Wills wrote and recorded such clas- 
sics as Faded Love, San Antonio Rose, 


Take Me Back To Tulsa, Maiden Pray- _ 


ers and hundreds of others which con- 
~ tinue to be recorded and played today. 
-He was elected to the Country Music 
‘Hall of Fame in 1968. 


Private donations are being solicited 
for the completion of the project, ac- 
cording to Bob’s widow, Betty, and 
David Stallings, who made the an- 
nouncement. Stallings, president of 
Delta Records in Nashville, said inter- 
ested parties may contact him. Perm- 
anently displayed gold engraved wall 
-plaques, certificates, and lifetime 
passes are being offered in return for 


contributions. 

Alabama recently received double 
platinum status with their album, Roll 
On. Also their album, My Home’s In 
Alabama has gone platinum. The 
Closer You Get is closing in on triple 
platinum and Feels So Right and Moun- 
tain Music have achieved quadruple 
platinum status, making Alabama the 
only country act to have both an all 
platinum catalog and ownership of two 
quadruple platinum LPs. 


Roll On was presented to the Coun- 
try Music Hall of Fame as the first 
country album to ever ship platinum. 

The group was in Nashville recently 
to tape their newest video, I’m Not That 
Way Anymore. The video combines 
conceptual footage and some perform- 
ance. The song is from their newest 
album. 


Ronnie Milsap has been appointed 
Honorary Chairman for the Tennessee 
Chapter for the Society to Prevent 
Blindness. 


He has really been busy recently. 
First his video, She Loves My Car was 
the first country one to ever be shown 
on MTV, and then he did appearances 
on The Donahue Show, Today Show, 
Cable News Network, Good Morning 
America and Entertainment Tonight. 


Roy Clark and Mel Tillis, both 
previous Country Music Association 
Entertainers of the Year, have joined 
forces to produce and star in a movie, 
Uphill All The Way. The movie will also 
feature Glen Campbell, Burl Ives, 
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Sheb Wooley and Gaylord Sartain. 
Announcement of the movie plans were 
made in Jim Owens Entertainment 
offices in Nashville. 

Production and filming of the movie 
has already begun in Texas. The film 
deals with a pair of con men on the loose 
in the Southwest in 1916. Roy will play 
the part of Ben and Mel will play the 
part of Booger. 

The movie will have a musical sound- 
track, but there will be no perform- 
ances by Roy and Mel per se. 

COMMENT OF THE MONTH 
DEPARTMENT: Earl Thomas Con- 


Rockin’ Little Christmas is RCA re- 
cording artist Deborah Allen’s new 
self penned Christmas tune. Co-writ- 
ten with Bruce Channel, writer and 
artist of the 1960s hit, Hey Baby, the 
song is the only one scheduled to be 
released this year from the RCA Christ- 
mas compilation album. 

Plans also call for Deborah to shoot a 
video of the Christmas song on the 
streets of New York. 

Nashville’s country entertainers are 
always willing to help worthy causes. 
Witness what some of them did for the 
auction of the Nashville Crime Stop- 


Tom Jones may be a granddaddy, but he is still a “heart stealer” fora 
lot of ladies. 


ley: “I always believed in the individual 
and the right to be an individual, to 
choose for yourself what kind of life you 
want. But I didn’t have any confirma- 
tion of it until I was 35 or so years 
old.” 

The release of an album by former 
and current.residents of North Caro- 
lina will have all the proceeds going to 
the restoration of the Cape Hatters 


Lighthouse. Among the artists who _ 


have donated their time and talent to 
the project via the album are Ronnie 
Milsap, Billy ‘“‘Crash’’ Craddock, 
George Hamilton IV, Donna Fargo, 
Charlie Daniels, Earl Scruggs, Don 
Gibson and others. 

The governor of North Carolina, Jim 
Hunt, will present each of the artists a 
state flag in appreciation of their time 
and efforts. al 3 
_ Faron Young and Willie. Nelson 
have recorded a duet album together. It 
should be forthcoming soon. : 


pers program. 

Loretta Lynn donated a Molly Par- 
nis dress which she used for stage wear, 
Jerry Reed gave a shirt that he used 
on tour with Glen Campbell, Ray 
Stevens donated a satin vest with his 
name on the back, and Floyd Cramer 
gave his initialed leather shaving kit 
and a necklace with his signature and 
picture engraved on a pendant. 

Marie Osmond is moving to Nash- 
ville. She recently signed with Capitol 
Records. 

Juice Newton, Larry and The 
Gatlins, Amy Grant, Menudo and 
Dick Van Patten recently taped a 
Christmas special, The Gift Of Love in 
Nashville and in New Orleans. 

Until next month, hold a good 
thought, smile alot and remember! will 
be spotlighting the country just for 
you. 


a2? 


Ae 
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Morcan MEMORIES: The per- 
son which you are about to read about 
certainly left behind many pleasant 
memories especially for this writer and 
millions of Country Music Fans and 
friends, which is the late George 
Morgan. 

He was born in Waverly, TN, whichis 
about 75 miles from Nashville. The 
Morgan Family later on moved to Bar- 
beton, Ohio where his father was em- 
ployed in this Ohio City at a manufac- 
turing plant which made tires for auto- 
mobiles. 

When George reached Nashville he 
had his heart set on performing on the 
World Famous Grand Ole Opry. One 
day George was strolling down the 
street in Nashville in search of the 
Grand Ole Opry House, he stopped a 
“Stranger” seeking directions to the 
Opry House, and would you believe 
that Stranger just happened to be 
Eddy Arnold. 

At this time Eddy Arnold had just 
left the famous country music show and 
“Uncle” Art Satherly, who was the ram- 
rod for Columbia Records had a tape 
on Morgan and a song called Candy 
Kisses. He wrote the tune in about 10 
minutes about the girl he was dating 
and later on to become his wife, her 
name being Anna Paridon. At this time 
Jim Denny was the main cog for the 
Opry, heard of George Morgan and the 
song and he made his debut on the 
Grand Ole Opry through the Solemn 
Ole Judge, George D. Hay. At this time 
there weren’t too many “Stars” on the 


show, people like Roy Acuff, Red Foley. 


and Cowboy Copas, and at the same 
time Carl Smith was here also trying for 
that “break”. 

When George Morgan made his per- 
formance, he was an instant hit, with 


By “Scoopie” Bruce Harper 


smooth, warm and sugar covered deliv- 
ery, and a show wasn’t complete unless 
Morgan performed Candy Kisses, only 
Morgan alone could deliver this partic- 
ular song simply because hé wrote and 
sung it just the way he wrote it. He put 
together a band with musicians such as 
Don Davis on steel guitar, Don Slay- 
mon on fiddle, and would you believe 
the now President of Tree Interna- 
tional Publishing Company, Buddy 
Killen was his bass man, this made up 
the Candy Kids. Morgan along with 
his Band had now become in demand 
all over the country, he bought an old 
station wagon from Colonel Tom Park- 
er, who at this time was the manager of 
Eddy Arnold, now the tune Candy 
Kisses was on the lips of just about 
every country music fan, and enter- 
tainer, he was often imitated, but never 
duplicated, it became a country music 
standard and stillis today. He recorded 
such songs as, Please Don’t Let Me Love 
You, then another top record written 
by a local taxi driver named Jack 
Toombs wrote Almost which was an- 
other smash for Morgan and just before 
he passed away in July of 1975 he re- 
corded another pretty ballad which was 
Morgan’s best suite called A Red Rose 
From The Blue Side Of Town, written 
by a local lady, Betty Jean Robinson. 
George Morgan was always ready to 
lend a helping hand and did many fav- 
ors thats never been discussed, he did 
benefit shows for Veterans (his brother 
Bill was injured on Guam during World 
War IJ and is confined to a wheelchair), 
it was my pleasure to MC a few shows 
with him, he performed a “Live” show 
which was carried over WMTS, a sta- 
tion out of Murfreesboro, TN, which is 
about 30 miles out of Nashville, it was a 
Saturday afternoon Matinee type show 


and the place would be packed, “Lit- 
tle” Roy Wiggins, who worked with 
Eddy Arnold was hired by George, and 
he wrote a song about the type of steel 
guitar that Wiggins did, it was different, 
easy and smooth and George wrote a 
song called Mr. Ting-A-Ling which was 
just another classic for this “Buckeye” 
Boy Named George Morgan. 


Jackson, The Hermitage. Singers come 
and go, and quoting the Great Roy 


GEORGE MORGAN 


One day while performing some 
chores around his home he apparently 
suffered a heart attack, his doctor told 
him to continue his music but to take it 
easy. But he suffered another attack in 
July of 1975 which was fatal. He is 
buried at Hermitage Gardens adjacent 
to the Home of President Andrew 


Acuff saying “There will never be an- 
other George Morgan” and like many I 
will have to agree, it was my pleasure to 
know George Morgan, he was a Gen- 
tleman and a Gentle Man. His style will 
be around for a long time for the Candy 
Kid, the man with the “Candy Coated 
Voice”. 


_a further step forward in his career 


Michael 
Martin 
Murphey’s_ 
First 
Video 


Sas Michael Martin 
Murphey, with a just released video of 
his fast breaking country, adult con- 
temporary and pop single hit, Disen- 
chanted is using the video genre to take 


“Notes Murphey’s manager, € 
Borman: “We feel that this video, 
which has a storyline built aroun 
Michael’s song, has established him: 


a bona fide video artist.” 


Jack Sisler shares BMI Atoard wiih James Marvell 


‘Love’ Knocks Twice 


Te song was “Love” Can Make You 
Happy”, a tune that achieved nearly 
every pop music award in 1969. A three 
minute love song that became an in- 
ternational million seller and captured 
the essence of the 60s generation. 

The first time “Love” happened for 
James Marvell was when he was lead 
singer for the 60s group “Mercy”, who 
recorded the original million seller 
which became a classic pop standard. 
Marvell’s beautifully innocent phras- 
ing imbedded “Love” Can Make You 
Happy” into the hearts of an idealistic 
American youth. 

“Love” knocked twice when James 
Marvell released a country re-make of 
his pop hit; this time topping the charts 


in the country field. Jack Sigler, Jr. 
penned the song and now, 15 years 
later, Marvell and Sigler’s friends are 
wondering why they’re smiling so 
broadly. 

The reason: “Love” Can Make You 
Happy” recently became a member of 
BMI’ prestigious “Million-Air’ club. 

BMI presents this mark of achieve- 
ment to songs that have been played by 
the world’s D.J.’s over one million 
times. Of which there are less than 600 
songs to have ever achieved this 
status. 

Marvell’s “country” re-make helped 
to put “Love” Can Make You Happy” 
over that one million mark for the “sec- 
ond” time around!! 


\ 
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C.M.I. CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 


This Christmas give those Country Fans in your life a Gift Subscription or renew 
yours early and receive $2.00 off C.M.1.’s already low subscription rate. That 
gives you or your friends a full year of the hottest country news for only $11.50. 
A huge savings over the newsstand price. 

If you order now the person named will receive a Christmas card announcement 
from you and C.M.1. telling them of their year-round gift. Order one for all your 
“country” friends or treat yourself this Holiday. 


YES! 1 Want To Send A Country Christmas 
O Gift Subscription 1 Renewal O New 
SEND TO: FROM: 


NAME NAME 
ADDRESS ADDRESS 
CITY. CITY 
STATE, ZIP. STATE, ZIP 


YES! | Want To Send A Country Christmas 
O Gift Subscription C1 Renewal 0 New 
SEND TO: FROM: 


NAME srettet te iin a NAME seer 
ADDRESS = css ADDRESS. 
(CLE ea eas wae carn tae Oi Af 
STATES Z| Pp teres bee STATE SZIP 
MAIL TO: 
CMI/1300 Division Street Suite 205/Nashville, TN 37203 


MAIL TO: 
CMI/1300 Division Street Suite 205/Nashville, TN 37203 


Page 12—COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER—December 


(COiictinas brings out the “kid” in all of us and there is no bigger kid who enjoys 
Christmas than country music entertainer Conway Twitty. 
“Like so many other kids, I'd always wondered what it was like where Santa 


° Clause lives. ’'d dream about it, never thinking that I could get a chance to see for 
By LaWayne Satterfield myself,” smiles the genial entertainer who has recorded enough number one hits 
CMI EDITOR to make even a superstar jealous. 


So what Twitty did about the “kid in 
himself who wants to see where Santa 
Clause lives” was two fold: he built a 
Christmas village in his Twitty City and 
recorded an album about Christmas 
that he and his little friend, the yellow 
feathered Twitty Bird, took to the fan- 
tasy land. 

Conway's Christmas at Twitty City 
has become one of the South’s most 
exciting Christmas events and is sched- 
uled for its third year. 

This special community event, de- 
signed to share the spirit of Christmas, 
benefits the 100 Club of Henderson- 
ville including the survivors of police- 
men and firemen. 

“This year Conway has created some 
new displays to make this year’s 
Christmas at Twitty City even more 
spectacular and unique than last year,” 
said Dan Stupka, project coordinator 
for Christmas at Twitty City. “We've 
turned the nine acres of Twitty City 
into a fantasy world where kids of all 
ages will recapture the real spirit of 
Christmas.” 

Twitty City, covered with more than 
250,000 twinkling lights, which is twice 
the amount of last year, will house more 
than 25 exhibits including a life size 
nativity scene, a 26 foot Christmas tree 
with Christmas packages ranging from 
an eight foot truck and wrapped pres- 
ents to a 10 foot Raggedy Ann and 
Andy doll. 

Weather permitting, Twitty City will 
be covered with REAL snow by snow 
guns operated by the Twitty City staff. 
The temperatures must be 32 degrees 
or below to freeze the snow. 

The winding tour of Christmas at 
Twitty City will include a walk down 
Lollipop Lane to Gumdrop Mountain 
and around Candy Cane Corner. Tiny 


Seeene & * 


elves will be harvesting the gumdrops, 
candy canes and ldllipops from the 
trees and transporting them down from 
the waterfalls and streams to the build- 
ing site for the giant Gingerbread house 
as visitors look on. 

Santa will have some of his reindeers 
there for petting during the entire 
event and December 10-23 the entire 


The complex includes Conway’s Show- 
case, the Twitty City Pavilion, Con- 
way’s home, and his children’s homes, a 
gift shop and his business offices. 

On sale at the gift shop, patrons will 
be able to purchase Conway’s Christ- 
mas album, Merry Twismas. 

The plans for Merry Twismas were 
first thought of by Conway some 12 


Like so many other kids, ’'d always wondered 
what it was like where Santa Clause lives— 


team of reindeer will be there from the 
North Pole. They must return on the 
24th to load up for the Christmas Eve 
deliveries. ~ 

Conway’s back yard and the front 
yards of his children’s homes, normally 
closed to the public, will be open during 
the event and feature many of the spe- 
cial displays and lights. 

Many churches, civic and school 
groups have joined in support of the 
community event by participating in 
singing Christmas carols and perform- 
ing in the live nativity scene. 

The Twitty City Pavilion will have 
handcrafted items for sale. “Toys For 
Tots” will also be located in the Pavil- 
ion where visitors can donate new toys 
that will be distributed to needy child- 
ren in the Hendersonville/Nashville 
area through the Salvation Army prior 
to Christmas Eve. 

Christmas at Twitty City will be 
opened nightly November 23 through 
December 31 from 6-9 p.m. _ 

Twitty City, which opened June of 
1981, has experienced great success 
with 750,000 in attendance in 1983. 


years ago, but everything had to be just 
right before he would do a Christmas 
album. He even waited until the Christ- 
mas season to record the tracks. 
There has never been a Christmas 


album like this one. Merry Twismas is , 


the first story and song Christmas al- 
bum to come from a major Nashville 
country music star. 

To begin with, Conway listened to 
more than 60 different yuletide albums 
from a wide variety of entertainers, 
dating from the 1940s to the present. 
He carefully noted what worked and 
what didn’t on each one he listened 
Ose er 
One hundred different people were 
auditioned for the vocal part of the 
Twitty Bird. Nashville ventriloquist 
Tena Clower Sherman won the role. 

From hundreds and hundreds of 
sound effects tapes, the ones that best 
suited the script were carefully chosen. 
Some were even recorded by Twitty 
and his staff. 

From massive amounts of melodic 
material, 17 songs, 54 minutes of re- 
corded music were selected for Merry 


Twismas. Twitty composed two new 
holiday songs himself. He also super- 
vised the script writing. 

The album took nearly a year to re- 
cord, spending more than 1,000. hours 
in the studio. Twitty and the Twitty 
Bird, were rendered in cartoon form for 
the project. This was to give the LP 
timelessness as well as the potential for 
becoming an animated film. 

Conway and his little buddy, the 
Twitty Bird, have been together since 
1966. But the yellow feathered friend 
didn’t make his performing debut until 
two years ago when Conway filmed his 
first television special. He made his 
recording debut on this charming fan- 
tasy Christmas album, last year. 

Merry Twismas is Twitty’s first ever 


holiday album in his 25 year recording 
career. The celebrated master of pull- 
ing ladies’ heart strings with his darkly- 
romantic country songs has turned his 
hand to tickling children’s heart strings 
with this magical concept LP. 

“Like so many other kids, I dreamed 
about where Santa Clause lived. When 
I got the chance to go there I couldn’t 
leave the Twitty Bird behind,” said 
Conway. “When we got our invitation, 
he was ready. He even dressed for the 
part.” 

What Conway, The Twitty Bird, and 
the singing Twitty Birdies found when 


ing around in the snow, they hear the 
singing wind, Windy, and meet bass- 
voiced Rudolph The Red-Nosed. Rein- 
deer. 

The story of Rudolph is a well known 
one, but if you have ever wondered who 
wraps all those presents, meet Happy, 
The Christmas Clown. Ding-A-Ling The 
Christmas Bell has a tale to tell as well. 
Of course, there’s Jolly Ole Saint Nic- 
holas himself, who’s celebrated in song 
by Conway and the Twitty Birdies on 
Santa Clause Is Coming To Town, Upon 
The Housetop, and Here Comes Santa 
Clause. The Twitty Bird even recites 
the original Night Before Christmas in 
his honor. 


Conway’s chubby yellow friend 


thought that “Twismas was just for 


people”, but Mr. T. reminds him oth- 
erwise on the delightful Christmas Is 
For The Birds. Both birdie and the 
country star agree, however, that the 
most important part of the holiday 
season is that it’s for kids like “Johnny 
who lives down in Louisiana and wants 
to build his own Frosty The Snowman 
and have a White Christmas. 
“Christmas is a magical time. At 
Christmas we all turn into kids,” says 
Conway. “The whole idea of Merry 
Twismas is to recapture that image of 
Christmas. We don’t want to lose the 
fantasy that Christmas represents. We 


We’ve turned the nine acres of Twitty City into 
a fantasy world where kids of all ages will 
recapture the real spirit of Christmas— 


they traveled to Santa’s home was an 
entire fantasy land. Merry Twismas is 
more than a collection, of Conway’s 
versions of Christmas songs. It’s a story 
of the experiences they have, the sights 
they see, and the characters they meet 
in Toyland Town. 

Up in Santa’s Winter Wonderland 
there’s a deejay named Elf Emery who 
broadcasts over radio station KELF. 
Snowball is Santa’s dog who guards the 


‘presents from the snow witch, who’s 


always trying to steal the presents and 
ruin Christmas for everyone. While 
Conway and the Twitty Bird are trudg- 


don’t want to lose the tradition of hap- 
piness that is a part of Christmas. Just 
imagine what the world would be like 
without that? Imagine if there was no 
fantasy. Man, fantasies serve as sort of 
arelease valve, as an escape to get away 
from it all. It would bea terrible place, a 
dreary place, without fantasy. I 
wouldn’t want to see us lose that.” 
That’s why, “If you are a kid or if 
you've ever been a kid, when you listen 
to this album, you’ve got to like it. Ilove 
Christmas and I love Christmas songs. 
I’ve been waiting for this a long time.” 
Christmas at Twitty City is rapidly 
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becoming a Music City tradition. Fora 
solid winter month, it is transformed 
into a wonderland of lights and giant 
animated displays accompanied by a 
series of lovely holiday concerts. 
Merry Twismas is the perfect count- 
erpart to all that merriment. Country 
music stars have always honored tradi- 
tion. So what could be more fitting than. 
that the most beloved of country stars 


would be so closely identified with the 
most beloved of holidays? 

“T guess I think that fantasy and 
mystique are the substance of an 
image, of any entertainer. And those 
kinds of things play a tremendous role 
in what we are and what we’re gonna 
become. They’re important, really im- 
portant,” smile Conway. : 

Christmas at Twitty City and Merry 
Twismas are a magical fantasy all right. 
But it is also a musical and magical 


Tweet. 


—READERS— 


Starting next issue C.M.I. will be running a PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
CHART of the top 10 favorite songs of our readers. To cast your : 
vote send a postcard with your favorite country song this NEAL CHOIGE-CHART 


month written on it to: 1300 Division St. Suite 204 
Only one vote per card please. —Yashyille, TN 37203 
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Lk eee WILLIE NELSON: a) 
5 “City Of New Orleans” tg R Charles 

CBS Records 
Producer: Chips Moman. 
This LP is sure to be a 
classic in years to come. 
Excellent production and 
Willie’s vocal interpretation 


CBS 
@ Billy Sherrill. 
it is the one with 
as called “Rock 
Other 


e Jones, 
e Fricke, 
Mickey 


KENNY 
Vit OMAP Die 2 p 
, sible soon 


expose it to the right mus- 
ical treatment to make a hit. 
It is one of the better offer- 

ings. ee 


i Foster. 
y, you will 
is an ex- 


have been 
compilatie# ¢ i 
_ bigger hits which have been 


h for which 

as become 

famous during its 50 years 

career. Many of them are 

standards in the world of 

gospel music today, all be- 

cause of the way they were 
performed by the Gang. 
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Che Gospel Cruth 


Ranay Cox, general manager for Meadowgreen Music Company, has an- 
nounced the signing of Jim Weber to an exclusive songwriting agreement with 
Meadowgreen. Meadowgreen Music is the gospel music publishing division of 
Tree International. 

Weber's first success as a songwriter came when his song, Singing A Love Song, 
was recorded and made popular by Amy Grant. Since then, his songs have been 
recorded by the Imperials, B.J. Thomas, Debby Boone, Kelly Nelon- 
Thompson, Brown Bannister, Billy Sprague and others. 

Debby Boone’s recording of his Can You Reach My Friend (co-written with 
Billy Sprague) was released asa single by Lamb and Lion Records in early 1984. 
The song has held a position in national trade magazine Top 40 song charts for 
seven months; five of those months were spent in the top ten. 

Word Records recently released ‘The Race Is On’, a youth musical co- 
written by Weber, Sprague and Nan Gurley. Described by Word executives as 
“the youth musical of the decade,’ The Race Is On is based on the song of the 
same title by Michael W. and Deborah Smith. Using clever dialogue and 
contemporary songs, Weber, Sprague and Gurley created this exciting musical 
based on scriptural principles of the daily spiritual race. 

Jim, Billy and Nan also wrote music for the musical drama, Drumwright, by 
award winning southern author, Jesse Hill Ford. The musical ran for 10 weeks in 
Knoxville, TN and starred Tony award winning actor, John Cullum. Jim is 
currently at work on another musical for the church and a wedding project. 

When he isn’t writing, Jim is sharing his music as a solo artist. He has just 
returned from a tour of U.S. military bases in Korea which was sponsored by 
Louisville, Kentucky's Operations Appreciation. Weber is a favorite among 
Nashville Christian music enthusiasts, as he performs often at Nashville’s 
Christian music coffee house, Koinonia. He is a regular guest on Concert House, a 
live Christian radio show broadcast every Saturday night on WNAZ radio 
here. 

Regarding Jim’s signing with Meadowgreen, Cox says, “Jim’s consistency and 
depth in his writing will always be seen in his songs. The future of his ministry is 
unlimited.” 

The legendary Masters V have a new album available on the Skylite label 
entitled “‘Good Things”. What a great album itis! It seems to me that this album 


J.D. Sumner of the Masters V takes a turn at roasting Glen Payne. 
Pictured left to right: Bill Traylor, President of RiverSong Records, 
Glen Payne and George Younce of the Cathedral Quartet. 


gets back to the basics of the Masters V and far surpasses their last recording, 
Through The Years. The new album includes several Bill Gaither songs as well as 
a couple of songs penned by Duane Allen of Oak Ridge Boys fame. 

One of Duane’s songs, No More was written especially for Jake Hess back in 
1966. 

Through the backliner notes of the album, Duane had this to say, “As memories 
of our associations in the past raced through my mind, I felt a sense of pride for the 


By Becky Hughes 


lasting influence these ‘Masters of their trade’ have had over several decades in 
the field of gospel music.” I would have to heartily agree with Duane. 

This recent recording seems to capture that special magic that is only found 
among masters such as J.D. Sumner, Jake Hess, Hovie Lister, and James 
Blackwood. Keep up the great work, gentlemen! 

As a part of the National Quartet Convention activities, the Gospel Music 
News sponsored the second annual roast honoring Glen Payne of the Cathedral 
Quartet for 40 years of service to gospel music. The sellout crowd enjoyed a 
delicious luncheon followed by the Roast Speakers who proceeded to burn Payne 
to a crisp. Ha! Ha! 

Gospel music celebrities doing the roasting included Wendy Bagwell, Kirk 


JERRY GOFF—“Mr. Gospel Trumpet” 


Talley, George Younce, Labreeska Hemphill, J.D. Sumner, Country music 
great, Duane Allen of the Oaks, Brock Speer, Ann Ballard, Paul Heil, Jerry 
Kirksey, Kenneth Payne and Dr. Buck Morton. A great time was had by all 
and we are expecting a sell-out crowd for the 1985 Roast as the Roastee will be 
none other than J.D. Sumner of Masters V fame..Look out J.D.! We are trying to 
get those Statler Brothers involved in your roast. 

Jerry Goff of Nashville was awarded the 1984 People’s Choice Award from the 
Gospel Music News as the Number One Male Vocalist of the year in Southern 
Gospel Music. Jerry and his group performed recently during the National 
Quartet Convention and after their appearance autographed 500 free posters for 
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Bill Starnes and Cheryl Prewitt Blackwood after the signing of movie 
rights to her book, “A Bright and Shining Place.” 


their fans while standing in their booth located on the concourse of the Municipal 
auditorium. 

Hats off to you, Jerry and your personnel, for being so considerate of your 
friends and fans even after a grinding performance which I am sure had you all 
worn to a frazzle. 

Jerry and the Goffs were also chosen by Gospel Music News fans as one of the 
top five vocal groups in Southern Gospel Music for 1984. 

The 15th Annual Singing News Fan Awards were held in Nashville recently 
as a part of the Thursday evening, NQC activities. 

The illustrious Wendy Bagwell, Word recording artist, served as the emcee 
for the evening and the winners were, Favorite Tenor: Kirk Talley of the 
Talleys; Favorite Band: The Kingsmen Band; Favorite Instrumentalist: 
Anthony Burger; Favorite Lead: Glen Payne of the Cathedrals; Favorite 
Baritone: Randy Shelnut of the Dixie Echoes; Favorite Bass: George 
Younce of the Cathedrals; Favorite Newcomer: The Talleys; Favorite Song: 
“O For A Thousand Tongues,’”’ David Binion, Rex Nelon Music; Favorite 
Group: The Cathedrals; Queen of Gospel Music: Connie Hopper of the 
Hoppers, also chosen 1983 Queen; and Mr. Gospel Music: Jim Hamill of the 
Kingsmen. 

The Marvin Norcross Award was presented to Don Butler, Executive Director 
of the Gospel Music Association. 

Celebrity presenters for this gala affair included Alphus Lefevre, Michael 
Hopper, Connie Hopper, Mary Tom Reid, Eva Mae LeFevre, Rosa Nell 
Powell, Glen Payne, Jerry Kirksey, Chic Norcross and others. 

Chery! Prewitt Blackwood, former Miss America and LoveSong recording 
srtist, has recently signed the movie rights to her book, A Bright And Shining 
Place. Plans were finalized recently in Atlantic City, N.J. between Miss Black- 
wood and Bill Starnes, executive producer of the project. Preliminary filming 
was begun in a city made famous by Miss Americas, Atlantic City. 

On location filming will begin in January of 1985 in Miss Blackwood’s home 
State of Mississippi. The lead role will be played by Cheryl with other key parts 
still being cast. 

The contract was signed in Atlantic City with the producer for the project yet to 
be named. 

The Gospel Music News has announced the opening of their new offices located 
at 58 Music Square West in Nashville, Tennessee. 

The Nashville offices will be under the direction of Becky Hughes, Associate 
Editor and Director of Marketing and Sales. The office will house the Nashville 
area information as well as all advertising information. 

Board members Ron Williams, Charles Burke, Claude Hopper and Don 
Shumate are excited about the opening of this facility and expect positive results 
from the opening of a Nashville office. “For a long time, we have needed an office 
in Nashville, to handle the needs locally of the Nashville and Music City areas. 
With Becky running the Nashville offices, I am personally excited about what will 
take place for Gospel Music News over the next few months!” states Ron 
Williams, the Editor-In-Chief of the Inverness, Florida based publication. 

The new address for the Nashville office will be Gospel Music News, 58 Music 
Square West, Nashville, Tennessee 37203. You may call our offices in Nashville 
at (615) 327-1999 with story information. 

At this very special season of the year when we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, let us not get so wrapped up in the pace of the season that we fail to 
remember why He came... May God’s richest blessing, the gift of His 
Son, Jesus, be yours this Christmas and always! 

Love, Becky ; 


P.J. PARKS is a man well known in the 
entertainment field, for not only is he an Excellent 
Entertainer, but a fine Song Writer, Producer, and 
Actor as well. 


Only” and Sell Out Crowds. 


Weare proud to je representing these exciting Entertainers, 
and Express our Sincere Gratitude and Appreciation to all the 
Fans and Club Owners across the country who continue to 
support our efforts in bringing the Best in Entertainment to 
the people. 
FOR BOOKING INFORMATION AND BROCHURES CALL: 
BANTAM RECORDS 
((615)244-2673 
or 
BACKSTAGE PRODUCTIONS 
(615)865-8777 
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VAN TE) 
VOLUNTEE 


Country Music Inquirer 


is giving you the opportunity to step forward 
and serve your country (music that is) by 
making your reservations early for the 

VOL JAM EXTRAVAGANZA WEEKEND. 


This Low Cost Tour Package puts you in 
the Heart of Music City for Charlie Daniels’ 
Volunteer Jam XI on February ist, 2nd and 
3rd. You will be there watching Charlie and 
his surprise guests as the Jam is being 
broadcast for the first time on Cable TV. 


THIS EXCITING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


Two (2) nights deluxe accommodations at 
Sheraton Nashville Hotel, downtown, ‘‘Homes 

of the Stars Self-Guided Tour’’ (one per room), 
admission to “Nashville Now” (Friday night), 
admission to Barbara Mandrell Country, AND of 
course, admission tothe Charlie Daniels Volunteer 
Jam XI on Saturday night, all taxes and gratuities 
are included. 


FREE BONUS OFFER! 


Homes of the Stars— 
Your own narrated 
“drive it yourself” 
tour. Drive to over 40 
homes of the Stars. 
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FOR VOLUNTEER JAM XI 


MAIL TODAY! 


( ) Please reserve room(s) in Nashville for our “Vol Jam Weekend 
Extravaganza on the following date. 
(1) (we) will arrive by: ( ) car; ( ) air; ( ) bus; ( ) other (specify) 

, at (time, if possible). 
() 1 will need ground transportation and have added $15.00 for each person. 
( ) Enclosed is my check, or money order, for $ 
Please bill my: ( ) MasterCard; ( ) Visa Account: 
Account Number: 


MasterCard Interbank No. (Four digits): 


Expiration Date: 


Signature: 

RATES: 

Single: $129.00 (per person, one in room) 

Double: $ 99.00 (per person, two in room) 

Triple: $ 91.00 (per person, three in room) 
Quad: $ 87.00 (per person, four in room) 

Children: $ 69.00 

EXTRA NIGHTS: 

Single: $ 45.00 (per person, one in room) 

Double: $ 23.00 (per person, two in room) 

Triple: $ 15.00 (per person, three in room) 
Quad: $ 12.00 (per person, four in room) 

Children: (Under 17, no additional charge) 


NOTE: For optional ground transportation while in Nashville, 
add-$15.00 per person. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State Zip 


MAIL TO: CMI TOURS, P.O. Box 24922, 
Nashville, TN 37202 
Cancellation clause: CMI TOURS are operated in conjunction with Nashville Tour Guide 
Service. CM! TOURS are to be paid for in advance, and cancellations made after two 
weeks prior to arrival date will be-assessed $25.00 per person cancellation charge 
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Pash on the heels of his debut ap- 
pearance on the Grand Ole Opry, 
where he received a standing ovation 
and a rare encore invitation, Gary 
Morris announced he has accepted the 
male lead in a New York Shake- 
speare Festival production. 

Not only is this Gary’s first acting 
role, but La Boheme also marks the 
first full length classical opera presen- 
tation in the 17 year history of New 
York’s Public Theatre. Fan Club pres- 
ident, Betty Urbanek, plans to jet in 
to the Big Apple to see Gary sometime 
during his 8-week run. “But not on 
opening night,” she says. “I don’t think 
I could handle all that.” You can reach 
Betty at 607 West Church Drive, 
Sugarland, TX 77478. 

George Jones, John Anderson 
and Leona Williams are set to pro- 
vide entertainment on board the S.S. 
Emerald Seas December 3-7. The 
ship will depart Miami with stops in 
Nassau and Freeport in route to the 
Bahamas. And speaking of Anderson, 
he can now be heard nationwide sing- 
ing a tune titled In My Chevy, ina series 
of radio ads for Chevrolet. 

Close-Up, official publication of the 
Country Music Association, re- 


By Loudilla, Loretta and 
Kay Johnson 


FCO. 


LIGHT 


cently featured a cover story on the 
business of fan clubbing. Fine article 
and the credit is long overdue. As the 
opening lines of the article state, 
“Country music fan clubs, once con- 
sidered a ‘stepchild’ in the music in- 
dustry, now enjoys a solid place in artist 
development.” Also recognized with 
some very complimentary words in 
The Country Music Book Of Lists 
by Fred Dellar and Richard Woot- 
ton, out in October from Times Books 
of New York. 

Johnny Rodriguez has given the 
task of naming his brand-new tour bus 
to his fan club members. Entries are 
currently being sent to Evelyn Smart 
at P.O. Box 488, Sabinal, Tex. 78881. 
Johnny will personally assist in select- 
ing the winner and a “christening 
party” is in the planning stages. Johnny 
recently played Ceasears Palace, 
Lake Tahoe, NV. 

In case you didn’t know... Chris 
LeDoux, a fine Western Country sing- 
er-songwriter, and champ rodeo man, is 
also a gifted sculptor. He recently won 
first place in an art show in Douglas, 
Wyoming, with his Bullrider and then 
sold it to the gallery for a handsome 
$4,000. Warner Heyer continues to 


INC. 


NASHVILLE AUDIO VIDEO PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


@ Private Client Conference Lounge 

@ Modern Production Accomodations, Offices and 
Talent Make up Facilities 

® Complete Screening Facilities 

@ Client Showcases on Request 


Production Studio Rental 
Hourly / Daily / Weekly 
1” and 3/4” Facilities - Editing 


Professional and Personable Crew 


EQUIPMENT: Hitachi 1” VTR’s, Grass Valley Switchers, Harrison 
Audio board, Chyron title generator, fully equipped production studio 
with computerized lighting. 


Nashville Audio Video Productions, Inc. 
609 Merritt Ave. KENNY KIPER, General Manager, 
615-242-1565 Nashville, TN 37203 


operate Chris’ fan club from Box 253, 
Sumner, Ia. 50674. 

Norma Barthel, who marks her 
40th year as President for the Ernest 
Tubb Fan Club in October, infos she 
will continue to operate, but on a scale 
less active than she has done for many 
years. For those of you who would like 
to continue to receive materials regard- 
ing the life and career of E.T., and who 
do not want to lose touch with others 
who feel the same way you do, contact 
Norma at Route 1, Box 126, Roland, 
Okla. 74954. 


And right about now we would like to 
remind you that anytime you're writing 
to any of the fan club addresses that we 
pass along to you in this column, please 
enclose a SASE for reply. Your thought- 
fulness will be much-appreciated and 
your response will usually be much 
faster in coming. 

And speaking of country music leg- 
ends, Sharon L. Clarke continues to 
head the Tex Ritter Fan Club but has 
a new address. Now current is 7614 
N.E. Bothell Way, Space 2, Bothell, 
Wash. 98022. 

Sandy Burnside presides for Ed- 
die Rabbitt’s club, Box 125, Lewis- 
town, Ohio 43333. The Rangers have 
recently launched an all-new fan club 
with Marilyn Cummings and Tina 
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Sandow in charge from P.O. Box 2246, 
Riverview, Fla. 33569-2246. 

Didja’ know Sylvia is the 1984 Hon- 
orary Chairperson for the Tennessee 
Council for the Hearing Impaired? 

Jim Glaser recently offered $100 
bonuses to any band member who 
would quit smoking for three months. 
The three smokers in his group all took 
the challenge and sure ‘nuff... Jim 
payed-up. He is also taking a hand in 
setting up a fan club and you can con- 
tact Cathy at Box 249, Antioch, Tenn. 
37013-0249 if you’re one of those 
who've been watching for just such an 
announcement. 

Steve Wariner’s fan club has been 
disbanded but never fear, plans are 
underway to reinstate it with new of- 
ficers in charge. We will keep you in- 
formed of the progress. 

Lynn Anderson, who is now doing 
Chevrolet jingles, has Linda Palmer 
helming her fan club, P.O. Box 753, 
Brentwood, Tenn. 37027. Johnny and 
June Carter Cash’s fan club chores 
are ably handled by Curt and Alma 
Todd, Ray and Jeanne Witherell 
and you can contact them at Rt. 12, Box 
350, Winston-Salem, NC 27107. Bro- 
ther Tommy Cash has Rodney and 
Eleanore Gray presiding over his fan 
club from Box 924, Belchertown, Mass. 
01007. 
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We Want Yjour Songs! 


You may not realize that there is a company named “STAR BOUND RECORDS” 
that specializes in cutting 45 records for songwriters just like you!!! 


That’s right, Star Bound Records will take your original song and cut it on an 
actual 45 record that you can play at parties, give as a gift, or even get your 


local D.J. to play it on the radio. 


Along with your record Star Bound Records will send you your own record 


contract suitable for framing. 


will do the rest. Don’t hestitate! (3 or more orders $19.95 each) 


YOU COULD BE “STAR 
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BOUND” VERY SOON! 
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SEND YOUR TAPE ALONG WITH 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


STAR BOUND RECORDS 
1300 DIVISION ST./SUITE 205 
NASHVILLE, TN 37203 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP. 
Allow 4 Weeks For Delivery 
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Opryland USA Plans Major Holiday Season Event 


Oicsiana USA will inaugurate a 
major winter holiday event this De- 
cember. The event, called “A Country 
Christmas, ” will take place at the Opry- 
land Hotel and will involve all aspects 
of the diverse entertainment facility. 


A Country Christmas will run from 
December 7-23. Among its highlights 
will be a substantial holiday musical 


show starring performers from the : musical stage production; tickets to the 


Opryland theme park and produced by 
the Opryland Talent Agency; a colorful 
and traditional art, craft and antique 
show; the production of The Nashville 
Network’s Nashville Now live téle- 
vision show; and storytelling sessions 
by members of the Grand Ole Opry. 


To complement the planned activi- 
ties, the hotel will be decked out for the 
holiday season to an extraordinary de- 
gree. Besides impressive exterior dec- 
orations, the Conservatory will be a sea 
of poinsettias, and a towering blue 
spruce will be decorated as the ulti- 
mate Christmas tree. Also, artist Tom 
Tichenor will create a three-dimen- 
sional winter wonderland Christmas 


village. y “a 
“We have atradition in the ee: 


said Hotel ‘General Managér Jack 


Vaughn. A Country Christmas will 
make Opryland USA; a major holiday 
destination.” 

For visitors frémout i townya pack- 
age vacation plan for A Country Christ- 
m@s has been developed. <Among*’ its 
components are’seating at the holiday 


Grand Ole Opry; admission to the art, 


_ craft and antique show; a Nashville-city 
_tour,including’a special reception at 


the Two Rivers Mansion; and’ two 
nights’aécommodations*at the hotel, 
Price is $150.00 per couple. 

The holiday musicalstage produc- 
tion will be a focalpoint for many visits 
to A Country Chrisimas..Besides the 
family groups who are expected. to at- 


tend the musical;»many Nashville bus- _ 
“uille Now television’ show will be pro- 
duced at the hotél. Location is to be 
‘determined, but the “show definitely 
“will be ‘produced with an audience. 


inesses are expectéd to incorporate the 


musical into holiday parties for their 


employees. The show will be»in the 
30,000-square-foot Presidential Balk 
room, and it will be preceded by a 
seated banquet for each performance. 


leds CORNER By James Satterwhite 


2 KALI 
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Tegacs being known as the co- 
writer of the Milsap hit, He’s Got You, 
and the co-writer of the Crystal Gayle 
hit, Half The Way, publisher of many 
more hits, and his involvement in over 
300 records, Ralph Murphy is re- 
nowned for his advice on the craft of 
songwriting. 

Murphy was born in Saffron, Wal- 
den, Essex. His first successes were 
European. Since his arrival in Nash- 
ville in 1977, Ralph has secured cuts 
with Ronnie Milsap, Crystal Gayle, 
Mickey Gilley, Eloise Laws, Roena 
Cortez, Marcia Hines, The Rovers, and 
Don Williams. Murphy has produced 
April Wine, Mash Makan, Roadhouse, 
Larry Raspberry, Saundra Steele, and 
Wally Zwol. 

Murphy is president and co- chae 
man of the Picalic group of publishing 
companies. He and Roger Cook started 
the company eight years ago with three 
songs and a chair. Now they have their 
own recording studio, a building on 
Music Row, an impressive catalogue, 
and sub-publishers to collect royalties 
all over the world. 

Ralph’s first advice to songwriters is 
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RALPH MURPHY 


not to confuse poetry with song lyrics. 
“Lyrics and music are mutual exclu- 
sives, they are independent of one an- 
other and when you tie the melody 
down to a lyric that is very evenly 
spaced and predictable, chances are 


Another major attra¢tion will be the 
Country Christimas:Craft, Art and An- 
tigule Show in thé Ryman Exhibit Hall 
(Dec. 7- 16). One hundred folk artists, 
traditional craftsmen, contemporary 
craftsmen and fine artists will be com- 
plémented by 20.antique dealers. Ex- 
hibitors haye been*invited from 10 
states. 


Items at the shew will range from 
handmade toys, dolls, homespun cloth- 
ing and stained glass objects produced 
by the artists and craftsmen to Victor 
ian/and..American Country furniture, 
quilts: and primitive.kitchen accesso 
ries displayed by the antique dealers. 
Many of the artists. and craftsmen— 
such as woodworkers, quilters and 
basketmakers—will. demonstrate their 
talents i ina special. work area. 


From December 17-21, FNN’s Nash- 


Guests for the 90-minute shows will be 
announced closer to the production 


you will have a melody that is predict- 
able,” he says. 

Ralph has several suggestions for the 
new writer: first, he suggests that you 
get a good job which will help you 
maintain your self respect. This pos- 
itive feeling will be reflected in your 
songs. Second, a writer must get out- 
side criticism. Writers are too close to 
their own work to be objective. Ralph 
suggests seeking criticism outside your 
immediate family. 

Ralph says, “My wife has hated every 
hit ’'ve ever written and loved every 
flop. The reason for this is there’s more 
of me in the flops, too much of me for 
any one else to want to sing them.” 

Ralph also suggests writing in all 
kinds of styles to avoid boredom, the 
worst enemy of a writer. “Keep a spiral 
ring notebook and never tear a page 
out. This way you can see your progress 
and you can start building up a cat- 
alogue of good lines. There is no such 
thing as a wasted song.” 

“Learn the craft of writing songs. 
Some people would say that Michel- 
angelo and Picasso have little in com- 
mon, but they have everything in 
common: They both learned how to 
size a canvas, grind colors, what a horse 
hair brush is good for, 95% of what they 
know about their craft is the same, but 
when their individuality takes over, 
they create different works,” he says. 

Ralph says that singability is impor- 
tant in a song. A balance between 
words and music is also important. 
This balance requires that you tell the 
story in either the verse or the chorus, 
not in both. Every story must have a 
beginning, a middle and an end. “I did 
this; then we did that; and therefore, 
this happened.” 


dates. Nashville Now is one of the most 
popular programs on the national cable 
television service. 

Throughout the holiday festival, 
church choirs from Nashville and Mid- 
dle Tennessee will perform special 
concerts. Seventy-two hours of choral 
performances are scheduled. 

Other activities incorporated into A 
Country Christmas include: 

%* International holiday dinners in the 
Old Hickory Restaurant.that highlight 
the Christmas cuisines of a different 
nation each night of the week (America, 
Germany, Holland, Mexico, England, 
Austria and Switzerland); 

% A lighting of the yule log cere- 
mony each day in the lobby fireplaces; 

* Christmas storytelling by country 
music entertainers such as Minnie 
Pearl, Grandpa Jones, Tom T. Halland 
Jerry Clower. 

For more information about the var- 
ious aspects of A Country Christmas, 
write “A Country Christmas”, Opry- 
land Hotel, 2800 Opryland Drive, 
Nashville, TN 37214; phone 615/889- 
1000. 


TALENT 
SEARCH 
\ 8 5 3 
We Are Now Accepting 
Audition And Demo Tapes 


GOSPEL AND COUNTRY 


From Bands, Singers, Song- 
Writers, Etc. For Possible 


RECORDING CONTRACT! 
SEND BEST MATERIAL TO: 


Memphis Music Productions 
P.O. Box 240303-A 
Memphis, Tennessee 38124 


COUNTRY 
SONG 
ROUNDUP 


ls Getting Bigger 
And Better 
All The Time! 


Don’t miss out on your subscription to the all- 
new Country Song Roundup, the most complete 
country music magazine on the market today. 
‘. Country Song Roundup now features: 

*More pages 

*More photos 

*More interviews 

*More words to songs 

*More of everything you enjoyed before 

Country Song Roundupis respected by both the 
fans who read it and the stars who are featured in 
it. It covers the world of country music so com- 
pletely that nothing else even comes close. 

Each month, Country Song Roundup carries 
up-to-date features on the stars who make country 
music come alive. Interviews with people like 
Dolly Parton, Loretta Lynn, Kenny Rogers, Merle 
Haggard, Charley Pride, Dottie West, Alabama, 
Conway Twitty, and more, are packed into each 
issue of Country Song Roundup. 

In addition, Country Song Roundup covers 
reviews of the latest albums and carries candid 
photos that can’t be found anyplace else. An added 
bonus is the popular question and answer section 
with country superstar Bill Anderson. 

After you read through one issue of the new 
Country Song Roundup, you'll see for yourself 
that it’s the best country music magazine that your 
money can buy. 

Don’t be left behind when the all-new Country 
Song Roundup hits the newsstands. Order your 
subscription today! 


Like The Country Music Explosion 
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COUNTRY SONG ROUNDUP Dept. CMI! 
CHARLTON BLDG., DERBY, CONN. 06418 
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Yr O00 Interbank No 

. Mastercharge No Over Name 

Visa Bankamencard Customer Phone No JO00 
Customer Signature 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 


Gentlemen: Enclosed is Cash D Check O Moneyorder 0 


Canada please add 25's.-foreign 50°x. 
0 $9.00 for 6 issues 
0 $1700 for 12 issues 
ONew Subscription (check one) O Renewal 
Please enter my subscription to COUNTRY SONG 
ROUNDUP today. 
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clubs or Special services. 


Don’t pass up your chance, take advantage of the lowest rates 
around: Only 50¢ per word per insertion. ($10.00) minimum, mail 


Advertise now in the Classified Section of Country Music 
Inquirer! Be the first to advertise any concerts, festivals, fan 


your message along with check or money order right away. 
Deadline: 15th of Month 
COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
1300 Division St./Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 255-6090 


PROMOTIONS 


Co-Write With A Professional 
Send lyrics with self-addressed 
stamped envelope to: Ray Sanders, 
2121 Newcastle #8, Cardiff, CA 
92007. He also requests up-tempo, 
positive, happy love or funny songs 
for a number of acts. Send 3-4 songs 
only (your best) on cassette, with 
lyric sheet & SASE. 


SONGWRITERS: We have a special 
promotion program for new material. 
Undiscovered talent wanted. BREAK- 
THROUGH TALENT PRODUCTIONS, 
Box 2392, Evansville, IN 47714. 


PREMIER RECORD PROMOTIONS 
Will promote your record! For infor- 
mation call: (615) 256-1497 or write: 

P.0. Box 101303 
Nashville, TN 37210-1303 


Songwriters—For your FREE copy of 
“Songwriters Newsletter’ loaded 
with information, write: Songwriter’s 
News Letter, P.0. Box 158(I), Clinton, 
SC 29325. 


Moving? 


Country Music 

Inquirer would like to 

be notified of your new 
address as least 4 weeks in 

advance. If you are plan- 

ning a move, p! attach 

your mailing label in the 

space provi CMI can 

not be responsible for issues not 
delivered to your new address 
unless we are notified in advance! 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


to that country singer 
that believes there's room 
at the top. 


MAKE BIG BUCKS 


receive national recognition 
xaaeaenane 


We have helped others, we can 
help you. The demand for new 
talent is great. Faith the size of a 
mustard seed (if put to use} can 
move Mts. 


Start your career today. Our firm 
has 35 yrs experience managing 
and booking talent. Compiling 
portfolio’s that will sell you to 
others. Direct record label con- 
tact and booking agencies. (You 
must be seen and heard). May 
we handle your career. All artist 
handled strictly on percentage. 
If you are skeptical, you have a 
right to be. If you have tried 
before and failed, then try us. 

When writing please send a 
self addressed stamped enve- 
lope for reply. Better yet, give us 
a Call. 

UNIVERSAL TALENT AGENCY 
PO. Box 17033, Nashville, Tenn. 37217 

615-361-7632/ 883-5349 


PLACE OLD LABEL HERE 


FROM RECENT ISSUE 


We don’t want you to miss a single 
issue of Country Music Inquirer! NEW ADDRESS 


Name 


MAIL TO: 

Country Music Inquirer 
1300 Division St. 

Suite 205 

Nashville, TN 37203 


Address 
City/State/Zip 
Phone 


One Call Gets Them All 
Top Names/Singles/Bands 


FARON YOUNG SHOW 
SLIM WHITMAN SHOW 
HANK SNOW SHOW 
KITTY WELLS SHOW 
DAVID HOUSTON TRIO 
RONNIE PROPHET SHOW 
TOMMY CASH SHOW 
MELBA MONTGOMERY 
STONEWALL JACKSON SHOW 
SHEB WOOLEY 
BUCK TRENT 
NORMA JEAN 
CHARLIE WALKER 
HANK THOMPSON 


BILLY DEATON TALENT AGENCY 
1300 Division St., Suite 102 
Nashville, Tennessee 
615-244-4259 

Billy Deaton, Pres. 
Terry Counts, Exec. Dir. 
Honey Younger, Agent/PR 


RECORDS 


ORDER A.J. WOLF’S latest single— 
“Ways Of A Woman In Love”, send 
$2.00 today to: CMI, 1300 Division 
St, Suite 205, Nashville, TN 37203. 


New Easy Listening Single 
“The Diner at the Edge of Town’, by 
Sheldon and Sterrecht. First 30 
orders receive valuable gift. Send 
$2.25 to: EMPTY SKY MUSIC, P.O. 
Box 626, Verplanck, NY 10596. 


JERRY TYLER—Traditional Country 
—45 RPM “Keeping With the Blues” 
Plus 8 x 10 black & white. Send 
$3.50 to: TOPAZ RECORDS, P.O. Box 
252, North Adams, Mass. 01247. 


CLASSIC COUNTRY RADIO PRO- 


GRAMS—4 record boxed set—4 full 
hours of radio shows that feature 
MARTY ROBBINS, MONTANA SLIM, 
ERNEST TUBB, HANK SNOW, 
SPADE COOLEY, LEFTY FRIZZELL, 
SONS OF THE PIONEERS, HANK 
WILLIAMS, SR. and many more. 
Order Radiola 4 MR-2 for $25 plus $2 
shipping from DOWN HOME MUSIC/ 
CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., El 
Cerrito, California 94530. 


_ MOST COMPLETE CATALOG OF 


COUNTRY LPS IN THE WORLD— 
1983-84 Country Music Catalog 
from Down Home Music—80 
pages—information on almost 2000 
albums! $3 from DOWN HOME MU- 
SIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., El 


Cerrito, California 94530. 


RARE IMPORTS—Marty 
Robbins, Patsy Montana, Elton Britt, 
Sons of the Pioneers, Bob Wills, oth- 
ers, free list. Westside Records, Box 
157, Jenks, OK 74037. 


ROY HALL sings Hank Williams on 8 


track tapes. Available for $8.00. 
Send orders to: ROY SINGS HANK, 
1300 Division St., Suite 205, Nash- 
ville, TN 37203. 


ENTERTAINERS 


RANDI’S PRIDE 
PERFORMANCES 
Entertainers for 
dances, parties, events. 
Small or large, 
we'll make it memorable. 
(615) 367-2707 
“More Music for Your 


Money” 


LEO J. EIFFERT, JR. 
“Crawfish Band” 
P.O. Box 5412 
Buena Park, CA 90620 


PHOTOS 


“THE KING” 
New, handsome collectors print of 
Elvis. An American Legend. A full 16” 
x 20”. $12.95 & $1.50 postage and 
handling. Send to: “KING”, P.0. Box 
646, Lorain, Ohio 44052. 


Autographed Photos!!! 


Many of your favorite Country Enter- 
tainers and Stars send FREE Auto- 
graphed Photos if you write directly 
to them! 500 Home Addresses, $3. 
Allen Thompson, 486 Marywood Dr., 
Alpena, MI 49707. 


\ \ 


Needs: Poems and Song Ideas © 


@ 


WE'VE GOT THE BEST Western 
Swing, Bluegrass, Ole Timey C/W 
catalog around. Wills, Cooley, Dough- 
boys, Rex Allen, Pee Wee King, Mad- 
dox, Whitman, Pioneers, Kenny Rob- 
erts, Autry, Wakely, Hylo Brown, 
Fairchild, Mainer, Gimble, hundreds 
more. Send $1.00 refundable to: 
Longhorn, P.O. Box 1995-MI, Studio 
City, CA 91604. 
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BECOME APARTOP FAN CLUBS 


CONWAY eT 
TWITTY’ RICKY Fan Ci i pertion an 


“Come Join the Club!” 


As one of the Gatlins' “Family & Friends”, you'll be able to take 


part in lots of surprise contests and features, take a oar of 
our merchandise and album discounts and special offers . 


and basically have a great time! 

You'll have access to many photos and first-hand information about the 

Gatlins — which will be found only in our newsletter GATLINews! 
As amember. you'll r receive a fan package which contains # LD card # 4x10 au! wutographed photo & 
® Bio's of Larry, Steve & Rudy & Embroidered patch # Full-color u poster ® Colorlul decal ® Year's 
Ssubsenption to the bi-monthly newsletter ® Access to up-to-date concer rt information #& Member's 
Cenlicate # Official folder for the International Fan Club & Lots More" 

FOR INFORMATION. WRITE TO. 


Gatlin Brothers International Fan Club 


chat the new membership is ABSO- 

P.0. BOX 698 © SAN BRUNO. CA 94066 SK A GGS LUTELY FREE! With Pi FREE 
membership fo the new RMIFC, 

you will receive a 8 x 10 color pic- 

- ture of Ronnie, a membership card, 

International Fan Club current news and information and 

P.O. Box 171080 an order form from ioe -Don 

nee Concessions, Inc. to order your 

Nashville, TN 37217 favorite Ronnie Milsap souviners. 


We are also offering the new 
“Entertainer” newsletter 3 times a 
year now, for a subscription fee of 
only $2.00 to cover the cost of pos- 
tage and handling. It is full of all the 
latest on Ronnie, featuring on the 


[$10.00 Membership Dues] 


REBA 


M ENTIRE road highlights, record news, plus 
Cc pictures, pictures and more pic- 


tures! (Please make Entertainer 


ILLINOIS LOTTERY entry form and 
information. $2.00, SASE. Enter- 


subscription checks/money orders 


prise, Box 197, Peoria, II. 61650. International Fan Club — tal ind PRUE) Sete oday, 

ES Lt OE i SE we SW Renita Williams, Manager seni tei Aes ae perene 
LONELY COUNTRY SINGLES: P _ Star Rt. the Rontic: Milsap tvtemiarional 

We offer Personalized, Confidential, Join Today a asl bee sed banc 

Guaranteed Service, Free Introduc- Ba Pe cla SION nen rb LaU Pesenye 

Box 11547-CMI, Memphis, TN 38111, #1Music Village Blvd. coos 


901) 525-5414. Hend ville, TN 37075 3 
cae FEE $7.00 ss Louise Mandrell 


Singing Cowboys—Video Cassettes, Fan Club 


RONNIE MILSAP 
INTERNATIONAL FAN CLUB 


NOSTALGIC current—All ratings. | | Box 718, Dept CMI, 
Send $3 for catalog. “Now Showing GARY : 


Antioch, TN. 37013 


Video”, 4283 West 47th, Quartzhill, application 

CA 93534. MORRI S Name 

a Address 

ROYALTIES, RHYTHMS & RIPOFFS Betty Urbanek, President City 

This 30 minute cassette tape will tell 607 W. Church Drive State Zip 

you step by step on how to sell and Sugar Land TX 77478 MAIL TO: R.M.F.LC. 
protect your songs. Send $5 to Dues; $8.00 per year in P.O. Box 23109 
MULTI-MEDIA, P.O. Box 2301 6, , U.S. & CANADA Nashville, Tennessee 37202 
Nashville, TN 37202-A. $12.00 per year Overseas Membership 


FIRST TIME 
50-80% Off 50-80% Off 


Regular Prices WHOLESALE PRICES - Regular Prices 


RATTLESNAKE Leatner Laced belts } § e 
RANGER STYLE Belts with RATTLESNAKE inlay (Buckle included) Ran Iph & R 
RATTLESNAKE Leather Laced Buckles O ice, 
RATTLESNAKE HATBANDS (Adjustable to fit any size hat) 


RATTLESNAKE HATBANDS (With head and open mouth, fangs showing, adjustable) Incorporated | 


7a) 


ea SKINS TANNED — Soft and pliable 
Small 2% - 3% ft 
Medium a - 4% ft 
Add $2.50 for shipping and handling. Texas Residents add 5% sales tax. Dallas area residents add 6% sales tax 


Call or Write 
MAVERICK TRADING POST CO. 
Home of 
‘TEXAS RATTLESNAKE CO!’ 

PO. Box 815747 , . 
Farmers Branch. TX 75381-5747 255-5601 


Phone —e 1213 McGavock St. 
Be wi aia PP ne 3 Nashville, TN 


“Don’t Guess, Get The Best” 
For the Finest in Electronic Supplies 
Proudly Serving Music City, U.S.A. 

Just A Step Away...or Call 


Christmas at Twitty City is a magical holi- Nativity Drama performed and narrated. Hear 
day world filled with fabulous sights, glorious the full-stage Christmas chorale, animated 
music, and 250,000 twinkling lights. Enjoy an Dickens Carolers, school bands and choirs. 
enchanting tour of Gumdrop Mountain, pene the whole family to Conway’s... 
Candy Cane Forest, Wonderland where sugar plum dreams come 


Waterfall and Lollipop Lane. See the true! Open Nightly 6 to 9, 
Nov. 23 through Dec, 31. 
#1 Music Village Blvd. ‘ Hendersonville, Admission charged. 
(615) 822-6650 TN 37075 Proceeds benefit Hendersonville 100 Club 


Open Daily 9-5 


Shop By Mail for Two Very Special Gifts 


Conway’s “Merry ‘Iwismas” 


ib Order Form 
Item Quantity Price+ Postage Each Total 

Join Se, and his friends on a visit to the Merry Twismas Album $7.95 +2.25 
North Pole as you listen to the “Merry ; ay twlamnac’Cacsstte $7.95 42.25 ae 
Twismas” album. Soon to become a Christmas sees 
classic, it features traditional and new Christ- Conway's Songbook a. $2.99 +1. 
mas songs in a story book concept appealing Album and Songbook Wiebe. $10.00 +3.00 aR ig 
to all ages and musical fb see (Also avail Album and Cassette pe ae $10.00 +3.00 So 38is ee 
able in cassette.) Only $7.95 plus $2.25 postage Sub-Total 


and handling, 


Conway’s Songbook 


734% Sales Tax (Tn Residents) 
Amount Enclosed 


Ship to: — 
The lyrics to all of Conway’s songs are pre- Address: z 
sented here, along with personal stories and ; f 
ss! : ; Rise City _ State _ Zip 


seldom-seen pictures of Conway through the 
years. Only $2.99 plus $1.55 postage and 
handling, 


Driver's | License * and State 


Phone ( ) 


Save When You Order Both for Only $10, 
plus $3 postage and handling. 


MasterCard, Visa or American Express Card # 


Expiration Date _ 


